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The Blue Peter CD-ROM is one of a range of 
CD-ROMS produced by BBC Multimedia which also 
includes Noddy, Pingu, Mastermind, The French Experience 

and the BBC sports quiz - Result. 


If you have an internet connection why not check out our website: 
www.beeb.com 


Blue Peter CD-ROM 


1. SET UP 


Minimum System Requirements 
The BBC BLUE PETER CD-ROM requires the following minimum system to work correctly: 
% Pentium P60 multimedia PC with 16 MB of RAM 
© Double speed CD-ROM drive 
© 16 bit (64K) colour display set to 640 x 480 
© Sound Blaster 16 bit audio card (ог 100% compatible) 
© Suitable loudspeakers or headphones 
% Mouse or other pointing device 
% Microsoft Windows 3.1, 3.11 or Windows 95 


Installation Instructions 

1) Ensure that Microsoft Windows 3.1, 3.11 or Windows 95 is running with no 
other applications open. 

2) Insert the BBC BLUE PETER CD-ROM into your CD-ROM drive. 

3) Windows 3.1 or 3.11 users: 
Within Program Manager, click on File and then select Run from the drop 
down menu. 
Windows 95 users: 
From your Windows 95 desktop, choose Start and then Run. 

4) On the command line type D:\setup.exe then click OK. 
If your CD-ROM drive is not drive D, substitute the correct drive letter. 


5) To install BBC BLUE PETER, follow the instructions as they appear. If in doubt 
choose the default options as you proceed through the installation. 


Note: Quicktime for Windows 
If you do not have a suitable version of Quicktime for Windows available on 


your system, you should install the Quicktime software included on the BBC 
BLUE PETER CD-ROM. If you are unsure, you should opt to install Quicktime 
and, when prompted, play the sample movie, then close the Quicktime Player 
by choosing File and then Exit. This will allow you to continue with your ВВС 
BLUE PETER installation. 


6) Once you have completed the BBC BLUE PETER installation, if prompted, shut 
down Windows and then re-start your computer. You should now be able to play 
BBC BLUE PETER by double clicking on the bbc-bp icon or choosing bbc-bp from 
the program listing. 

7) Next time you want to play BBC BLUE PETER insert the CD-ROM into your 
CD-ROM drive and double click on the bbc-bp icon or choose bbc-bp from the 
program listing. 

8) The BBC BLUE PETER software can be uninstalled by selecting the uninstall 
icon or program listing. 


System Configuration 

Please ensure that you run BBC BLUE PETER using a 640 x 480 display set to 16 bit 
(64K) colours and that you are using the latest drivers available from your hardware 
supplier. If you need to change any settings, refer to the documentation for Windows 
and for your particular system. 


Technical Support 

If you experience any problems after completing the installation procedure contained 
in this booklet, please check that your system and settings meet or exceed the 
minimum specification described above and refer to your Windows and system 
documentation. Having checked your system, please attempt to install BBC BLUE 
PETER again and make a note of the prompts displayed during the installation process. 


If you still have a problem and require further assistance, you may call the BBC 
Multimedia Technical UK Support Line on 0181 308 6544. 


When calling, please ensure you have a pen and paper at the ready, and have made 
а note of any error messages displayed by your system. It will also be extremely 
helpful if you have available any technical information about your PC configuration. 


2. HELP 


Clicking on George the Tortoise at the bottom of the screen 
activates the Help. Once you click on George's shell, you can 
move your cursor around different areas of the screen and Help 
bubbles will appear above George's head with information. 
Once you've found the information you want, just click on 
George again, to switch off Help. George can be found on 

all screens within the CD-ROM. You'll find lots of help in this 
booklet, too. But once you've used the programme a few 
times you'll be finding your way around it like an expert. Read 
these instructions first — and then have fun experimenting. 


3. LOG-IN SCREEN 





Log-in procedure 


New user: When you first place the CD-ROM into 
your computer after set-up, you'll see a short 
introduction as the presenters welcome you to the 
CD-ROM. After this introduction - which you can 

skip by clicking the mouse button - you are presented 
with the Log-in Screen. The first icon you need to click 
is the NEW USER icon, which you'll find in the bottom 
left-hand corner. 





Choosing a password: The first area you'll need to type in is the Password Box. 
Remember that it’s always best to type in a simple password, so you'll remember it 
easily. The password can be no longer than eight characters in length. Don't forget it! 


Entering your name: Type your name here. Yoy can enter a maximum of 12 characters. 


Entering your birthday: Use the up and down arrow keys to enter the day, month, 
and year - in that order - of your birthday. Please note that the furthest back you 
can go is 1980. 


Choosing your favourite colour: Use the left and right arrow keys to select your 
favourite colour. 


O.K.: Click the О.К. Button in the bottom right-hand corner of the screen to enter 
the main programme. 


Existing User: If you have used the programme before you only need to type in the 
password on the Log-in Screen. If it is correct then click the O.K. button to enter the 
main programme. 


Editing the Log-in information: You can change all the information (except the 
password) you've just typed in if you wish. Just type in your password on the Log-in 
Screen and you will see the NEW USER button change to an EDIT button. Click on 
this button and then you can make all the changes you wish. 


Special Days 
Special Days can be anything - from your sister's birthday to your parents’ wedding 
anniversary, an important exam at school, or a school sports-match date. 


Entering the date: Click on the up and down arrows to bring up the day and month 
you want. 


Entering the label: Enter the type of Special Day, e.g. for your mother’s birthday 
type in Mother in the Keyline Box. 


Tagging the Special Day: Once you've finished entering the Special Day 
information, click on the relevant Special Day ‘tag’. Here you'll find Birthday, 
Special, Reminder and Other. You will see the label ‘drop down’ next to these tags. 
If you input lots of special days, click on.the up and down arrows on the right-hand 
side to see the entire list. You can put in up to two entries for each date. 


Editing the Special Days information: Do you want to change the Special Day 
information? If so, just click on the relevant ‘label’ below the Label Box and then 
change the information as necessary. From the Log-in Screen this can only be 
done once you've typed in your password and clicked on the EDIT button. 


Guest Password: The programme allows up to five different passwords to be stored 
so that a total of five of your family and friends can save their own personal diaries. 
Should you run out of passwords you can use the word ‘Guest’ as a password. This 
allows you to access the programme - but you will not be able to access your 
personal diary. A diary will be available in which you can save entries but other 
people will also be able to access it. Do not use ‘Guest’ as a personal password as 
this facility would then be lost. 


4. MAIN SECTIONS OF THE PROGRAMME 


Home Page ‘Main’ Screen 

This is the first screen that comes up after you have 
clicked OKAY on the Log-in Screen. Your name, which 
you entered in the Log-in Screen, should appear 
here. You can then navigate through the CD-ROM 
from this screen and enter the Calendar, Diary or 
Search sections. Please note that, if you want to quit 
the programme, you can do so only from this screen. 





“ 


The date appears in the top left-hand corner. We recommend that you check the 
system clock on your computer, as the CD-ROM will look here for the date. If your 
system clock is wrong, the CD-ROM will have the wrong information. If the system 
clock is correct, then the date that appears should be today's date. The system clock 
can be changed using the CONTROL PANEL icon on your Desktop. 


Calendar Section 

Today's Day Page is the first screen that comes up 
after you have clicked on the CALENDAR button on 
the Home Page. The page that you see will show 
the following: 


Special Day information - If the date is a Special 
Day - Christmas Day, for instance - then it will 
appear underneath the Date Bar. If you see an ‘i’ 
icon, you can roll over this with your cursor and a box 
will appear with extra information about that special day. 





Fact - At the bottom right of the screen you will see a fact. It may be either a ‘Did 
You Know?’ or an ‘On This Day’. There is а fact for every day of the year. 


Explore caption - Above the fact an ‘Explore’ caption appears, which details the 
feature of the day along with an image. To enter the feature, click on the EXPLORE 
button. 


Console - On the bottom left of the screen the navigation console appears. From 
this you can either go back or forward a day at a time by clicking on the left or right 
arrow. You can also view the month's ‘Explores’ by rolling your cursor over and 
clicking on the MONTH button. You can view the week's ‘Explores’ by rolling your 
cursor over and clicking on the WEEK button. The highlighted button that appears 

is the TODAY button, showing the section you're now in. 


Home Icon - At the top right-hand corner of the screen you will see the Blue Peter 
SHIP icon. Clicking on this takes you back to the Home Page from all the sections 
apart from the Explore Section, from where it will take you back to the Today's Day 
Page. There’s more about Explore Pages below. 


Week-to-View Page - If you click on the WEEK button 
from the Today's Day Page, you can search through 
the Calendar Section week by week. The information 
that appears below each day in that week is the 
Explore title. If you click on the EXPLORE button you 
are taken into that feature directly. You can move 
through the weeks by clicking on the left and right 
arrow buttons. You can also go back to the Today's 
Day Page by clicking on the TODAY icon, or you can 
view the month's ‘Explores’ by clicking on the MONTH icon. 





I Month-to-View Page - If you click on the MONTH 
button from the Today's Day Page you can search 
through the calendar month by month. This is 
achieved by placing your cursor to the right or left of 
the ‘bar’ shown and letting the bar scroll through the 
days. To stop the bar scrolling at a day that you want 
to explore, bring the cursor to the middle of the 
screen. To enter that ‘Explore’ feature, just click and 
you are taken straight to that Explore Page. You can 
move through the months by clicking on the left and right arrow buttons. You can 
also go back to the Today's Day Page by clicking on the TODAY icon, or you can 
view the week's ‘Explores’ by clicking on the WEEK icon. 
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Explore Pages ER 
Once you click on the EXPLORE button on the Today's |В TV Show Islington 
Day Page, you enter the day’s feature - the Explore 
Page. Here, you are presented with information in a 
number of ways. The main ones are the text and 
images displayed on the page. 


At the top left of the screen you'll see a ‘mini console’ 
with two buttons - VIDEO and PRINT. These buttons 
will highlight on rollover when they are available. The SHIP icon is in the top right- 
hand corner and takes you back to the Today’s Day Page. 





Extra information - Once you have read the article you can use the cursor to rollover 
the pictures displayed, Some of these may contain extra information in the form of 
text, graphics or audio. If the picture turns to a negative image, this indicates that you 
should click on that picture for something extra such as a game, puzzle or quiz. 


Playing the video clips - If the VIDEO button 
highlights on rollover at the top left-hand corner of the Ж” 
screen, this means that the feature has a video clip. 
Clicking on the VIDEO icon brings down the video 
screen. The video clip will play automatically once the 
screen has come down. Three buttons appear on the 
video screen: PLAY, STOP and SCREEN-UP. The PLAY 
button replays the video, the STOP button stops the 
video clip and the SCREEN-UP button sends the video 
screen back up off the page. 





Printing - If you roll over the PRINT icon and it lights up, this means that it is possible to 
print out an activity. Simply click on the highlighted icon and away you go - make sure 
you've got a printer connected to your computer - or you won't get the printout! 


Search Section 

Main Search Page: Click on the SEARCH button on 
the Home Page, to enter the Search Section. You are 
given three ways in which to search the Calendar 
Section: Search by Date, Search by Subject, and 
Search by Keyword. You can go back to the Home 
Page by clicking on the SHIP icon. 





Search by Date - Click the DATE button from the 
Main Search Page, and you'll be presented with 
tables of months and days. To search for a specific 
day, click on the month and then on the day. Near 
the bottom right-hand corner of the screen the month 
and day you've selected will appear. Click on the 
FIND button to go to the Today's Day Page of the 
date you've chosen. 





Search by Subject — Click on the SUBJECT button from 
the Main Search Page and you'll be presented with the 
main search categories of the programme. Each category has 
a ‘symbol’ alongside it. These are the symbols that appear on 
the Week-to-View and Month-to-View pages. Select a 
sub-category by dicking on any of the entries. The Explores 
within this sub-category will then be displayed in a list. 
Use the up and down arrows to scroll through this list. 
To choose an Explore, click on a list entry, then on the 
Explore button. This will take you to that day. From the Explore list or sub-category 
screens, go back to the previous pages by clicking on the heading bar at the top left. 





Search by Keyword - Click on the KEYWORD button 
from the Main Search Page, and you'll see an Enter 
Keyword screen. You enter your keyword by moving your 
cursor over the ‘red bar’, typing in a keyword, and then 
clicking on the FIND button. If that keyword, or even a 
part of it, is listed, then relevant extracts of information 
and dates appear with the keyword highlighted. Just click 
on an extract to select that day. Then click on the Explore 
button to go to that specific Today’s Day Page. Use the 
up and down arrows to scroll through the list of Explores. 
Don't worry if it all sounds a bit complicated at first. 


Experiment a few times, and you'll soon get the hang of it. 
Click on the DIARY button from the Home Page to be 


presented with the Diary Log-in Screen. Retype your 
PERSONAL STAT password in the box provided to access your Personal 
Diary. The 'doors' will then open to reveal the Diary 
Main Page. 





Personal Diary Section 


\ 





Diary Main Page - The diary will open to today's date 
(as per your system clock). From here you can click on 
the TODAY button to enter today's diary page (see 
next paragraph). You can also go to the View Week 
section or Search By Date Page via the buttons on the 
console. (See below for information on both the View 
Week and Search By Date Page.) You can return to the 
Home Page by clicking on the SHIP icon. 





Today’s Diary Page - To type your day’s events into 
the diary, move the cursor to the right-hand side of 
the page until the green box highlights. You can then 
type in this area. Your entry is automatically saved to 
your disk when you exit from the diary section. If you 
type in more text than the area can display, you can 
click the up and down arrows to view the text. 





To print your diary entry click on the PRINT button. Make sure that you have a 
printer connected before trying to print your page. If you entered any Special Day 
information for that particular day, it will be shown underneath the date bar. This 
information can be edited by clicking on the EDIT button. A Special Days edit 
console will appear on the screen. Once you've finished editing, click on the SAVE 
button to put the console away. You can return to the Home Page by clicking on the 
SHIP icon. 


Diary View Week - This сап be accessed from either 
the Main Diary Page or the Today's Diary Page. You 
can change the week by clicking on the back and 
forward arrows you'll see on the console. To look at a 
specific day click on that date. The Special Days will 
appear under their relevant dates. A key is shown 
underneath the main date bar. To edit the Special 
Days click on the EDIT button. The Special Day 
console appears. Once you have finished editing your 
information, click on the SAVE button to put the console away. You can also go back 
to your Today’s Diary Page or search by date from the console. You can go back to 
the Home Page by clicking on the SHIP icon. 





Search by Date - This can be accessed from either 
the Main Diary Page or the Today’s Diary Page. To 
select a specific day, click on the month and then on 
the day. If the date is correct, click on the FIND 
button to go straight to that day's page. You can also 
go back to your Today's Diary Page or View Week 
from the console. You can go back to the Home Page 
by clicking on the SHIP icon. 





5. GAMES, PUZZLES, EXPERIMENTS/PRINTOUTS, AND SURPRISES 


- All the games, puzzles, experiments, and surprises 
ОМУТ are accessed from within the Explore Pages. When 
you enter an Explore Page and move around using 
the cursor, if a picture turns to a negative image, 
there is a game, puzzle or experiment behind it. 
Clicking on the negative picture brings up the game 
screen. 





There are different games, which can be played either 
on screen or off screen, and consist of tile puzzles, 
kinetic games and colouring. The instructions for each 
game are clearly labelled on your screen. Clicking on 
the RESET button enables some games to be played 
again. To exit the game screen click on the 'x' at the 
top right-hand corner of the game console. This will 
take you back to the Explore Page. 





Various puzzles can also appear. Some can be solved on screen, usually by clicking 
an answer or button, or by dragging and dropping matching elements. Some, like 
the Code Busters and Anagrams, should be solved away from the screen. 


To show the answers, click on individual words or images. Clicking the Solve button 
will reveal all the answers to the whole puzzle. 


Experiments can be read on screen and some can then be printed out and worked 
through away from the computer. To get a printout, click the PRINT button in the top 
left of the screen. 


On certain Explore Pages throughout each month, Mabel will run across the screen 
at random. If you click on Mabel you will receive a surprise, which may be a joke or 
more information. To exit the surprise just click on the Surprise Box and return to the 
Explore Page. 


6. SCREENSAVERS 


There are four screensavers contained on the 
CD-ROM. These depict the four seasons of the year — 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, and Winter - and are 
created from the designs of the four Blue Peter 
competition-winning entries. 





At certain times of the year, the screensaver relating to 
the specific season will be installed from the CD-ROM, 
and will become the current screensaver. At any point 
during the year the screensavers can be accessed by 
running the relevant application on the CD-ROM. 
Screensaver applications are placed in the Savers directory on the 
CD-ROM. Simply double-click the season required and the 
CD-ROM software will automatically install the screensaver. 





7. ANIMATED AREAS 
Every month you will visit the Krazy Kitchen, Groovy Garden and Wacky Workshop 
and each has an associated activity. Access the Read Me file for further information. 


8. QUIT 


You can only quit the programme from the Home Page. Click on ће “С” button at 
the bottom left-hand corner of the console. You will then be asked if y u are sure 
you want to quit. If you click NO, you return to the Home Page. If you : lick YES, then 
the Credits Screen appears - clicking anywhere on the screen returns you to your 
desktop. 


9. GENERAL 


A time-out device has been added to the programme. This means that, if you don't 
touch your computer or mouse for five minutes or more, the programme automatically 
goes back to the Log-in Page. All information within the diary is automatically saved, 
so, if you do have to leave your computer for a while, nothing will be lost. 





Have fun! 
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